Laleham Gap School
ICT & Computing
KS3 Curriculum Overview

Computers are now part of everyday life and, for most of us, technology is essential to our
lives, at home, school and at work. ‘Computational thinking’ is a skill that all pupils must
learn if they are to be ready for the workplace and able to participate effectively in the
digital world and in society as a whole.
The new national curriculum for computing has been developed to equip young people
with the foundational skills, knowledge and understanding of computing they will need for
the rest of their lives and it provides schools with an exciting new opportunity to
reinvigorate teaching and learning in this important area of the curriculum.
Through the new programme of study for computing, pupils at Laleham Gap School will
learn how computers and computer systems work, they will design and build programs,
they will develop their ideas using technology, and create a range of digital content. Pupils
will have 1 lesson per week in Years 7 & 8 and 2 lessons per week in Year 9.
The new curriculum identifies three distinct strands within computing, each of which is
complementary to the others: Computer Science (CS), Information Technology (IT) and
Digital Literacy (DL). Each component is essential in preparing pupils to thrive in an
increasingly digital world.

Digital literacy is the ability to
effectively, responsibly, safely and
critically navigate, evaluate and create
digital artefacts using a range of digital
technologies.

Whilst participating in computing lessons, pupils at Laleham Gap School will experience all
aspects of the curriculum and will benefit from a broad and engaging scheme of work which
will take into account all 3 strands whilst satisfying the statutory requirements. The KS3
scheme of work will be based around the computing programmes of study, the subject content
of which can be seen below. Pupils will be taught to:

Assessment of Computing at Laleham Gap
Formative assessment – Various techniques will be used to assess pupils learning in computing
at Laleham Gap. These will include;
Self-assessment - Part of the process of becoming an independent learner is pupils being able
to assess their own progress and evaluate their work. Self-assessment goes hand in hand with
pupils setting their own goals.
Peer-assessment - Peer assessment provides discussion and feedback, helping the pupil and
teacher to understand what a finished product would look like, and how to improve it. Pair
programming and code reviews are techniques that can be used in the classroom.
Target setting - Setting challenging targets can help pupils recognise areas for development, an
important step in becoming an independent learner. Targets will be realistic, manageable and
fully evaluated.
Open questioning - Open questioning will allow pupils to understand the implications of theory.
Pupil’s work can be assessed by asking questions such as, “Why did you choose to do it this way
and not another?” and “Can you explain how this works?”
Summative assessment - The levels from the previous ICT curriculum have been removed but
by the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters,
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
The new programme of study will form the basis of Laleham Gap’s assessment scheme. The
school will aim to gather evidence from individual pupils as to whether they have met the
requirements through a portfolio of their work. As a pupil demonstrates mastery of a particular
point, the evidence will be collected and their progress recorded by the teacher in the school
assessment system. The school will aim to use the new Progression Pathways Assessment
Framework published by Computing at School, this framework provides guidance on what to
look for at different stages in the development of knowledge under a range of subject headings.
The expectations of the new computing curriculum have been mapped across to give a rough
equivalence to the old National Curriculum Levels of the ICT Curriculum. This assessment
framework is derived directly from the programme of study, organised as eight bands across
KS1–KS3 for CS, IT and DL.
The Computing Progression Pathways can be roughly viewed as:
Pink & Yellow (KS1),

Equivalent to (Old NC Levels 1-2)

Orange & Blue (KS2),

Equivalent to (Old NC Levels 3-4)

Purple & Red (KS3),

Equivalent to (Old NC Levels 5-6)

Black & White (KS4),

Equivalent to (Old NC Levels 7-8).

An example of the assessment bands can be seen below.

